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The SOLAS VGM (Verified Gross Mass) Requirement 

The SOLAS VGM (Verified Gross Mass) Requirement 

What is the SOLAS VGM Requirement? 

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has amended the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 

regulation and now requires verification of weight for each packed container for export effective 1 

July, 2016.  After this date, every packed container must have a verified container weight on 

record with the carrier and terminal operator.  All packed containers without a recorded VGM will 

not be loaded onto the vessel. 

Who will be responsible? 

The shipper (listed as shipper on the bill of lading) is responsible for providing the VGM to the 

carrier before the cut-off time requirements as instructed by the local origin port authority.  The 

carrier is responsible for relaying the VGM to its terminal.   

How do I determine VGM? 

There are two ways to determine VGM in accordance with the new SOLAS regulation: 

Method 1: Weigh 

Upon completing the packing and sealing of a container, the shipper may weigh or arrange 

a third party to weigh the packed container using calibrated and certified equipment.  The 

VGM submitted to the carrier must deduct the weight of the truck and chassis in the final 

weight.   
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Method 2: Calculate 

The shipper or a third party arranged by the shipper may weigh all packages and cargo 

items—including pallets, dunnage and other packing and securing materials to be packed in 

the container—and add the tare mass of the container to the sum of the individual masses 

of the container’s contents.  

 

 

 

When the shipper authorizes Morrison Express to deliver full container (FCL) shipments, the 

shipper may choose Method 1 or Method 2 to determine VGM.  When the shipper authorizes 

Morrison Express to deliver bulk cargo (LCL) shipments, the shipper must determine the VGM 

based on the total cargo weight (including pallet, dunnage and other packing material) per Method 

2 as stipulated above.   

 

How can I submit VGM? 

To be compliant with this regulation, shippers will be required to complete a VGM (Verified Gross 

Mass) Declaration Form.  The shipper must return the completed VGM form to their Morrison 

Express representative before the cut-off time as determined by the local origin port authority. 
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Mandatory Information: 

 Authorized person in capital letters to represent 

the signature of the shipper 

 Booking number and / or Morrison Bill of Lading 

number 

 Container Number 

 Method employed for weight calculation  

 Weight  

 Unit of Measure (kg or lbs.) 

The shipper may use Morrison’s form or one of their 

choosing so long as the required information is 

recorded. 

 
 

What are the consequences or penalties if I do not comply? 

Any container that does not have a recorded VGM on file before the port authority’s cut-off time 

will not be loaded onto the vessel.  The shipper is responsible for any cost, risk or liability incurred 

as a consequence of the failure to comply.  

 

Contact Us 

The Morrison Express team is working with each of our clients and cooperating with our partner 

carriers to facilitate a smooth process for the new SOLAS regulation.  If you have any questions 

regarding the SOLAS VGM requirement, please contact your local Morrison representative.  

  

 



 kg  lbs

 FCL  LCL

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that that the information provided on this form is accurate and complete according to the requirements of 
the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS).
All activities are subject to 'Morrison Express' standard terms and conditions Ver. 2', available upon request.

Method 1:  Weigh container after loading - exclude truck and chassis weight
Method 2:  Weigh all packages and cargo individually, including dunnage, packing, and tare weight of the container

Signature (Name of signatory in CAPS)

Signatory Company Name

Signatory Company Address

Container Number (FCL) or Piece 
Count (LCL)

Seal Number (if applicable) Total VGM Method 1 Method 2

VGM (Verified Gross Mass) Declaration Form

Shipper Name*

Submission Date

E-mail

Phone Number

Shipment mode*

Booking Number

Bill of Lading (If Applicable)

Unit of Measure*
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